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All Ordinaries » Up 31.3 to 2967.0 pts
Dollar & Up 0.15 to USE5.63¢
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The thwack of willow on tax bills

Glory days: but by the lats 1950s the local bat industry was all but gone.

TAX Commissioner Michael by Geoff Easdown first grown at Daylesford | They added: “Millions of bets are
Carmody has shovm himsell from a singie seedling sent to | Made each year in India from Kosh-
to be a sirong supporier of Australla at the turn of the | mirl and poplar willow. They are all
Anstralian ericket, told the Herald Sun this 20th Century. af the hotfom end of the market, "
One of the few L week Out of thal were EToWD Eashmid willow is grown in the

rulings granted by the Aus-
tralian Tax Office this year
has been handed Lo the Ans-
tralian Cricket Willow pro-
ject, whieh wanis to extend
its willow plamtations near
Swan Hill

Former MCC secretary and
5A state player Dr John Lill
was able to convince the tax
&Mﬁ&mna&ﬂ&emﬂg

5 group’s 4
revive _um-wﬁm-
tralian cricket bat mmlshg',
which was subject to a mul
national takeover and died
ot i the 19505

Wilh Australia dominating
the world cricket scene, Dr
L thal it is only
natural that Ausiralia should
be the world's best

to make the world's
hesi hats.

*We have the best leam in
the world and Hookaburra
ericket halls are world's hest.
Why nol bats as well?” he

Dr Lill and divectors An-
drew Buckle, Craig Cook and
Kent Lovell are seeking to
raise $7.5 million to expand
the 5 existing plan-
tations at Wood Wood on the
Yictorian side of the Murray
and on anether site nearhy,
on the NSW hank

The plan s to grow the
specially and super-
ior Salix ¥ Caerula vari-
ﬁ&tﬁilﬂ top guality Eng-

Polential investors are told

that top Australian bat mak-

in 1956 with the

takeover by Siazen of

Britain of the erick-
el bat company,

Crockett bats gained
e
nse gk
eters, Dr Lill said.

Former Australian captain
Lindsay Hassedl insisted on
playing with a Crockett bat,

The Crockeit willow was

5000 trees, most of which
were [elled by Slazenger as
non-core assets In the late
1950,

But Dr Lill said some were
saved, and they provide the
fommdation for the Swan Hill
veniure,

The ACBW project has
Tigh-level and mdependent
hacking by two other leading
figmres in Anstralian cricket

Former Ausiralian Cricket
Board chief executive Gra-
ham Halbish and one-time
international and state play-
er Dean Jones point oul that
interest in cricket is growing
worldwide, ereating ln-
creased demand for top-
quality bats,

“Expressions of doubt
about the long-term supply of

English willow are made regu- |

Tarty,” they said.
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wild and randomly harvested, The
ACBW timber would not be compet-
Ing in that area.

The company has no plans gt
Eresent to make completed bats, but
will supply rough bat-shaped clefts
for finishing elsewhers,

The willow trees to be planted in
the latest stage three offering are
expected to be ready for harvest 10
tio 12 years after planting,

Investors are helng offered & share
in Ehe 3000-tres project, buying tinits
of 73 5q m pach.

Each investment will be for &
minimum of two units, costing $5445
with manégement fess,

Part of the investment will be tay
deductible, courtesy of the product
ruling fram the tax offies,



